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 My research field is integrated spectra of 

stellar clusters (ADS). I spend the summer 

with my collaborators at Harvard 

Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics.  

 

 There, I met Dr. Stella Kafka, director of the 

American Association of Variable Star 

Observers (AAVASO).  

 

 She showed the map of AAVSO observers 

and members.. 

Background.. 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/nph-abs_connect?db_key=AST&db_key=PRE&qform=AST&arxiv_sel=astro-ph&arxiv_sel=cond-mat&arxiv_sel=cs&arxiv_sel=gr-qc&arxiv_sel=hep-ex&arxiv_sel=hep-lat&arxiv_sel=hep-ph&arxiv_sel=hep-th&arxiv_sel=math&arxiv_sel=math-ph&arxiv_sel=nlin&arxiv_sel=nucl-ex&arxiv_sel=nucl-th&arxiv_sel=physics&arxiv_sel=quant-ph&arxiv_sel=q-bio&sim_query=YES&ned_query=YES&adsobj_query=YES&aut_logic=OR&obj_logic=OR&author=^asa'd,+R&object=&start_mon=&start_year=&end_mon=&end_year=&ttl_logic=OR&title=&txt_logic=OR&text=&nr_to_return=200&start_nr=1&jou_pick=ALL&ref_stems=&data_and=ALL&group_and=ALL&start_entry_day=&start_entry_mon=&start_entry_year=&end_entry_day=&end_entry_mon=&end_entry_year=&min_score=&sort=SCORE&data_type=SHORT&aut_syn=YES&ttl_syn=YES&txt_syn=YES&aut_wt=1.0&obj_wt=1.0&ttl_wt=0.3&txt_wt=3.0&aut_wgt=YES&obj_wgt=YES&ttl_wgt=YES&txt_wgt=YES&ttl_sco=YES&txt_sco=YES&version=1




 Variable stars are stars that change in brightness.  
 
 The study of variable stars gives information on 

how stars are formed, live and die and what 
changes occur internally and externally as they 
evolve as well as the environments surrounding 
them, including planets and other companions. 

Variable Stars 



 The unaided eye is sufficient for bright stars, 
while for fainter stars you a telescope is needed.  

 
 Observers send their data to Headquarter, where 

they are checked processed and added to the 
AAVSO international Database.  
 

 Members and observers have a unique 
opportunity to present and exchange ideas at 
the AAVSO meetings and publish in peer-review 
journals.  
 

 

Can we contribute to changing this 

map? 



 We are working on translating the observer 
manual to Arabic.  

 
 In my astrophysics course next semester this will 

be the research project for my students.  
 
 We have a large number of observers in the 

different countries. I propose starting a group in 
the Arab countries for this observing program.  

Planning ahead: 


