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*Alzoubi M., Les formules juridiques dans les inscriptions nabatéennes, Paf. Saarbricken, N° 43: pp: 251;
253

See also:

Yadin : 1971, pp. 234-235;

Yardeni : 2000, pp. 862-887,

DTJID A, pp. 284-289;

Levine 2000, pp. 841-844.
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Professors Heizer and Baumhoff discovered two lines of inscription
written above the Inyo Zodiac. It proves to be Kufi Arabic, and trans-
lates as

(1) When the Ram and the Sun are in conjunction (Spring Equinox)
(2) Then celebrate the Festival of the New Year.

An identical instruction was deciphered from the Libyo-Egyptian tablet
found at Davenport, lowa, a hundred years ago, and subsequently
claimed to be “‘a forgery made by a nine-year-old boy" whose alleged
“confession" still exists. As, however, the Inyo inscription is attested as
ancient by archeologists of the highest repute, and its subject matter
and Arabic inscription unmistakably clear, it is now equally obvious
that the Davenport Inscription must also be genuine and ancient. The
Davenport tablet is described in America B.C.



If the good doctor was still with us, the only linguistic items I might question is his
translation of the words ""new year." I suspect that the more proper language might
have been "annual renewal." But this is nit picking, a matter for linguistic specialists
and none of the authors of AAI qualify to address the issue. Archaic languages are far
broader in definition than modern languages. Additionally, I might challenge his
assessment of the prospective age of the writings. The age of the work on the wall is
probably more than 2,000 years old. This is significantly older than Dr. Fell's
assessment based on letter styles. At the foot of the wall we found a sunsymbol buried in
antiquity. Coating the sunsymbol was a rind of calcium carbonate. Dr. Alan Gillespie
carefully removed a small portion and had it dated. He reported that the rind formed
about 2,000 years ago when the sunsymbol was buried. How much older than that it
may be is an unknown.

This panel was quite likely the source for
portions of Baldwin's sketch. Examination
of the work provides visual evidence that
the panel has been reworked several times.
The patina, or coating over several of the
designs has been removed by abrading.
The original work appears to have been
pecked rather than abraded. The
reworking is credited to the Owens Valley
Shoshone. (See Dr. Gillespie's article in
the Epigraphy section of this presentation.

The zodiac presents a unique problem.

The damage, vandalism and looting at the

site make nothing certain. However, there

are clues given in Baldwin's sketch. On his

= original sketch below each of the upper

two lines of designs he drew an arrow and labeled it "group". He didn't do this below
the lines Fell identified as a zodiac. Baldwin's notes state that the design was assembled
from details "..on the cliff face and on nearby boulders scattered about." This validates
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Thank you
Ma’moun Al Nawafleh

K1 K4



